Serving Communities and Building Champions: The American Legion
Auxiliary of Massachusetts and American Legion Softball

The American Legion Auxiliary Department of Massachusetts has long
stood as a pillar of service, patriotism, and community support across the
Commonwealth. As one of the largest women’s patriotic service
organizations in the world, the Auxiliary’s mission centers on honoring the
sacrifice of veterans, supporting military families, educating youth, and
fostering American values at the local level. But its impact stretches beyond
civic duty—especially when it comes to empowering young athletes
through programs like American Legion Softball.

The Auxiliary: Service with Purpose

Founded in 1919 alongside The American Legion, the Auxiliary provides
vital support to veterans, their families, and local communities. In
Massachusetts, the Department's units carry out projects ranging from
veterans’ hospital volunteering and scholarship fundraising to organizing
local events that promote Americanism and civic engagement. Members
work hand in hand with Legionnaires while also leading their own initiatives
tailored to women's leadership, youth mentorship, and community
resilience.

Each year, the Department of Massachusetts sponsors scholarships,
coordinates Girls State sessions to teach government leadership, and
partners with schools, shelters, and hospitals to extend help where it's
needed most. Their work may be quiet at times, but its effects are lasting.

American Legion Softball: More Than a Game

While baseball has long been a flagship American Legion sport, softball is
gaining ground as an equally powerful platform for developing character,
teamwork, and leadership in young women. American Legion Softball gives
high school-aged girls a chance to compete at a high level while



representing their hometowns and embodying the values of the Legion:
duty, honor, discipline, and sportsmanship.

In Massachusetts, Legion-sponsored softball programs are helping fill a
crucial gap in youth sports by offering affordable, organized play in the
summer months. Many teams are supported not only by local American
Legion posts but also by Auxiliary units that provide fundraising, logistical
help, and moral support. This collaboration ensures more girls can access
the field, compete with pride, and build the confidence that carries beyond
the diamond.

A Shared Mission

What ties the Auxiliary’s civic mission and American Legion Softball
together is a shared belief in investing in future generations. Whether it's by
volunteering in a VA hospital or cheering from the bleachers at a softball
game, the members of the American Legion family are committed to
shaping stronger, more connected communities.

As the Department of Massachusetts looks ahead, expanding support for
youth sports and increasing community engagement remain key priorities.
The Auxiliary, with its strong legacy and committed members, is leading by
example—demonstrating that service, like sport, is all about showing up,
working hard, and lifting others up.

SoFia Elizabeth Blake, Department President



